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Dear FWMTA Members, 
 
I just returned from a wonderful TMTA Conference in Houston.  The TMTA officers put together an excellent 
program including Dr. Artina McCain as keynote speaker, guest clinician and performer, well-known presenter 
Wendy Stevens of composecreate.com and many more.   
 
Our FWMTA membership was well represented.  We had two ensembles participate, directed by Twila 
McCown and Sheila Turner.  It was especially exciting to have one of our ensembles perform a brand-new 
commissioned piece “Rocky Mountain Rail” by Susan Staples Bell.  In the Performance Contest, our members 
Sarah Alexander, Michael Schneider, and Tanya Karyagina all had students participate.  Michael Schneider also 
had students in the Original Composition Contest, and Jennea Potter had students represented in the Publication 
Contest.  Sarah Alexander and I served as delegates for FWMTA in the Sunday afternoon General Session, 
where the delegates elected an incoming delegate director and a member of the next nominating committee.  If 
you have not been to the TMTA Conference recently, consider planning to attend next year.  We are lucky to 
have such a large conference right here in our state! 
 
As I’m wrapping up my 3 years as FWMTA President, I want to thank all of the board and FWMTA members 
who have volunteered their time to keep our events running smoothly.  We’ve had a lot of turnover in positions 
in the last several years and I am so thankful for those who have stepped to fill much needed positions.  I look 
forward to seeing what our next president, Tak Yan Yeung, has planned for our organization. 

 
 
 
Spring B. Seals, NCTM 
FWMTA Past President 
 
 

 
 

FWMTA CONFIRMS NEXT PRESIDENT 
A Nationally Certified Teacher of Music and two-time recipient of the Steinway Top Teacher Award, Tak Yan 
Yeung teaches at the University of Dallas and TCC Northwest and owns Yeung’s Piano Time, his private studio 
where he works with over twenty K-12 and adult piano students of all levels. He has served as Treasurer and 
Outreach Chair of the FWMTA. 

http://composecreate.com


 
​
Tak Yan was a prizewinner in the Los Angeles International Liszt Competition, the Music Teachers’ Association 
of California Piano Concerto and Solo Competitions, the Redlands Bowl Young Artist Competition, and the 
inaugural California International Music Camp and Art Festival. He has performed concertos with the Northwest 
Chamber Orchestra and TCU Symphony Orchestra. 
​
In 2023, Tak Yan founded Concerts on Harwood, an ongoing concert series that brings classical music to a wider 
audience through presenting free regular concerts. Concerts on Harwood is generously supported by Emmanuel 
Presbyterian Church in Bedford, where he currently serves as Organist. 
 
Originally from Hong Kong, Tak Yan received his DMA from TCU and MM from Indiana University. His 
principal teachers have included Dr. Tamás Ungár, Andrey Ponochevny, and the late Dr. Karen Shaw. 

 
​
Dear colleagues,​
 
I am humbled to serve you and the greater community of music teachers and students in the next two years. A 
lot of gratitude goes to Spring Seals for her leadership in the past three years and to the many board members 
and chairs, past and present, for their volunteerism.​
 
In my career as a performer and teacher, I constantly think of how I can better serve the community through 
music. As I step into this new role with the FWMTA, I envision an expansion of our outreach efforts in the 
community. By presenting more outreach performances in community venues, we bring music to a broader 
audience beyond our circle of students, parents, and teachers, while giving students more opportunities to 
perform in different places. These outreach events will also increase the presence of the Fort Worth MTA as the 
pivotal force of music education in the DFW. ​
​
As always, we have a slate of activities for you and your students in the coming year. Stay tuned for our first 
members meeting. The Fall Festival will be on October 25 with registrations due by September 25. The Fall 
Theory Test will be on November 1; make sure to sign up your students as Student Affiliates by September 15 
if your students intend to take the Fall Theory Test. I encourage you to consult our website from time to time for 
registration deadlines and updates of our events. ​
​
In guiding your students through another year of musical journey, I hope you know that your work is so 
important in nurturing a generation of music lovers and torchbearers of classical music. ​

​
I wish you a rewarding year of music making and teaching!  
​
Tak Yan Yeung 
 
 
 
 

 



 
  THEORY TESTING REPORT 

​
Testing saw 81 students in the Fall and 295 in the Spring. Total combined results included:​

 
Gold: 90 
Silver: 80 
Bronze 40 

Achievement: 70 
 

Students who wish to participate in the coming year’s assessment ​
should register as Student Affiliates by September 15!​

​
     Dr. Jae Kim 

 
 

2025 SENIOR AWARDS 
Each year the Fort Worth Music Teachers Association awards scholarships to seniors who have 
demonstrated a dedication to musical endeavors through participation in Student Affiliate events, 
TMTA Theory Tests, Piano Guild auditions, National Federation of Music Clubs Junior Festival, Fort 
Worth Solo Contest, the Royal Conservatory of Music program, NATS and UIL competitions, choirs, 
orchestras, and various other activities. As a part of the scholarship application, students are required to 
write an essay discussing their experience in music and its role in their lives. Excerpts from the essays 
of the 2025 scholarship recipients are included in the announcements below. Enjoy getting to know 
these bright lights! 
 
This year, the Senior Scholarship is awarded to six graduating seniors:​
​
Keshav Darnule (student of Jennea Potter) graduated from Westlake 
Academy in Westlake, Texas. Keshav plans to attend the Colorado 
School of Mines, where he will major in mechanical engineering, with 
a minor in aerospace engineering.  
 
“Music has woven itself into the very fabric of my life, shaping my 
identity from an early age. I can vividly recall the joy of holding my 
first instruments, a true gateway into a world of rhythm and melody. 
Growing up in a family deeply rooted in musical traditions, I’ve been 
enveloped by the harmonious sounds of bhajans (devotional hymns) at 
the temple, the intricate beats of the table, and the richness of classical 
Indian songs. Looking ahead, I plan to major in engineering in college; 
however, this doesn’t mean I will give up music. Music will serve as 
my escape from the stress of studying and working on projects. I intend to integrate it into my college 
experience, remaining active in the parts of my life that I love while also exploring new interests. The 
more I think about it, I do not see music as an interest of mine: I see it as a part of my life and a part of 
myself.” 



 
Angela Diaz (student of Linda Banfy) attended R. L. Paschal High School in Fort Worth. Angela plans 
to attend the University of Florida, majoring in accounting.  

 
​
“The great thing about being able to play the piano and read music 
is it can remain a fulfilling hobby that can provide me enjoyment at 
any age. Music can also serve as a great way to connect with 
others, whether it’s playing duets or performing in a casual group 
setting, with family, or as part of a community. The ability to play 
music with others can help me create connections, forge 
friendships, and bring a sense of community into a room.” 
 
 

 
Sarah Epperson (student of Kurt Sprenger and Jill Sprenger) is 
a student at The Oaks Tutorials in Fort Worth. Sarah plans to 
major in music at Texas Wesleyan University.  
 
“I still recall the first time I encountered Shostakovich’s world – 
a moment etched in time when I heard his eighth Quartet in C 
Minor. The piece burst forth with a rawness unlike anything I 
had experienced before. Its raw emotions resonated with me 
deeply. That immersive encounter ignited a relentless curiosity 
and love for his music.” 
​

 
Rosalie Ernest (student of MaryAnn Fritz) graduated from Christian Life 
Preparatory School in Fort Worth. Rosalie will attend Mississippi College, 
where she will major in elementary education. 
 
“I believe that I have a responsibility to steward talents and skills well. I realize 
that I have been blessed with amazing opportunities to learn, appreciate, and 
perform music for others. Although I am not going to college to pursue a music 
degree, I know that I will continue to use what I have been given to serve 
others, and I will certainly keep learning and growing my skills. I am grateful to 
my parents, who kept me in piano lessons because they taught me that just 
because someone has a talent does not guarantee competence. Anyone can have 
a talent. But it takes dedication, discipline, and passion to gain a skill. What I 

have learned from music are invaluable life lessons that I know are beneficial in whatever I end up 
doing in the future, and I have a responsibility to share these lessons with others by spreading a love of 
music and a joy for learning.” 
 
 
 



 
Ciara Ryan-Farrell (student of Linda Banfy) attended Keller High 
School and plans to major in ancient history, archeology, and art history 
at Trinity College in Dublin, Ireland. 
 
“I now know why I love music: it’s the binding language of all 
humanity. No matter where you’re from, what you’ve experienced, or 
who you are, music is an unspoken language that speaks to the soul. 
When I play piano, I rejoice in that ability to shape the music into a 
secret meaning, only to be understood by myself and interpreted by the 
listener, from my very heart. Even though I don’t plan to major in 
music, I know I can never lose this bond with music, and with the piano, 
and I hope to forever have access to the ability to express myself 
beyond words.” 
 

 
Elizabeth Smits (student of Sara Doan) is a student at Carroll Senior 
High School in Southlake. Elizabeth plans to attend Southern Methodist 
University, where she will major in biochemisty. 
 
“There is an incredible transformation in people that only extraordinary 
music can bring out: a change that revitalizes souls and inspires a 
kindness and connection that transcends language, background, or 
experience. I have learned so much about life and what is truly important 
through sharing my gift of music with others. Although I have studied 
piano for 12 years and had the opportunity to perform on amazing 
instruments in front of judges and audiences, my joy comes from 
connecting with real people in real places, such as schools, airports, 
churches, or on the side of a busy street. Every time I play, whether the 
audience speaks the same language or not, I can see the impact of my 
song on their face – both through smiles and tears.” 

 
 
 
The Memorial Scholarship is awarded to Zachary Cusano (student of 
MaryAnn Fritz). Zachary was a student at I. M. Terrell Academy for STEM 
and VPA in Fort Worth. Zachary is considering his choice of university, 
where he will double major in music composition and physics.  
 
“In the first grade, the organist at my church showed me how the pipe organ 
works, including all of the pedals and stops. He always encouraged me to 
follow my interests and pursue my passions. Throughout my life, my goal in 
music has been to share music with others the way he shared music with me. 
Currently, I am a piano major at a performing arts high school, and I also 
play violin in the Youth Orchestra. In addition to playing instruments, I also 



 
enjoy composing music. My compositions have been for piano, piano and violin, piano trio, string 
quartet, and piano quintet. While auditioning for the composition programs at various universities and 
conservatories, I got to see what it would be like being a student at one of these places – being 
surrounded by other people who are interested in music, having the opportunity to collaborate with 
departments both inside of and outside of music, and studying with current great composers. It all felt 
very special. Music has always been one of my favorite ways to connect with people, and it will 
continue to be a major part of my life.” 
 

 
       
  FALL FESTIVAL UPDATE 

 
Last year’s Fall Festival, FWMTA had 382 entries under 33 teachers, with 170 for Contemporary and 
212 for Jazz. 
 ​
The registration date for this year’s festival is right around the corner on September 25, with the event 
taking place on October 25 at TCU.​
 
Beginning this year, the Fall Festival will have a new category and entry procedure. There will still be 
two genres to choose from; however, students will pay $15 per category entered. ​
  
 ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 2025 – Fall Festival (NEW Category!) 
POP:  Pieces composed 1900 to the present.  Popular pieces can be selected from styles such as 
Popular, Broadway, Anime, Rock, Country, and Movie/TV.  Popular style teaching pieces from a 
method book are permitted.  Only students with original scores, or web-based copyright repertoire with 
proof of online purchase, will be judged.  ​
​
The JAZZ category will continue to be an option, side-by-side, at the Fall Festival.  ​
 
***Photocopies are NOT accepted. Printed music must include proof of purchase. 
***Students should NOT share music books with other students for this festival. 
  

2026 – Baroque/Classical Festival 
2027 – Romantic Festival 
2028 – Modern Festival 

  
Chairs - Jennifer DeSantis, MaryAnn Fritz, Linda Banfy, Mariel Zuniga 
  
Questions?  Please message j.desantis@tcu.edu or lmbanfy@msn.com 
  
 

 
PERFORMANCE COMING UP? Send Press Release or Flyer to the Newsletter Editor at 

patrickbehringer@gmail.com  

mailto:patrickbehringer@gmail.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
NEW AND CONTINUING FWMTA BOARD​

On July 1, our new board members were confirmed. We want to offer a big “THANK YOU” to 
Adriana Morales for the outstanding membership Programs, Dr. Jae Kim for diligent membership 

management and communications, and Spring Seals for steering our ship these last few years! ​
​

Members taking on new roles for the next term are italicized below. 
 

President​
Dr. Tak Yan Yeung, NCTM 

VP for Programs 
Mariel Zuniga 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​
VP for Membership 

Josie Roberts 
 

Treasurer​
Keji Sanchez​

 

​
Past President​

Spring Seals, NCTM​
​

Correspondence & Recording 
Secretary​

Lydia Sander 
​ ​ ​  

VP’s for Student Activities 
Dr. MaryAnn Fritz ​

Jennea Potter​ 
 

​
Directors​

Dr. Jill Sprenger, NCTM​
Dr. Ilka Araujo ​

Reva Jean Beck, NCTM 
​ ​ ​ ​  

Parliamentarian 
Reva Jean Beck, NCTM 

​
Newsletter Editor 

Patrick Behringer, NCTM 


