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Newsletter

TVolume 13, No. 30 January 27, 2024

Dear FWMTA Colleagues,

Welcome to 2024! As we start the new year, I’ve been reflecting on the changes our profession has
been through in the past several years. For the first time since March 2020, all of my students are
attending lessons in person. I had a few holdovers continuing virtual lessons until the end of last year. I
am sure we will still utilize the online option during winter storms, car breakdowns, illness, and more,
but I no longer have students consistently planning to keep their lessons online. When we began the
“online lesson experiment” nearly 4 years ago I had no idea how long that would be a part of my
day-to-day teaching. I am grateful for the resilience of music teachers and the ways in which we
adapted to our students’ needs during a challenging time. I am also grateful to see all of my students
in-person these days!

We have much to look forward to in our association this year. First up is our joint meeting with
Mid-Cities and Forum on Tuesday, February 6, at 10:00 a.m. Hayden Coie will present “Engaging
the Heart”, and I am looking forward to hearing his insights. Please read Adriana’s reports below for
more information on upcoming local programs!

In addition to our local events, the MTNA Conference will be March 16-20 in Atlanta, Georgia, with
Tim Topham as keynote speaker and 2014 Cliburn Bronze medalist, Sean Chen, performing an evening
recital. This summer, the TMTA Conference will meet again in Waco with Mona Rejino and Dr. Leah
Claiborne as featured clinicians. I am always glad when I make the time to attend conferences for my
own professional development; I hope to see many of you at these events in the coming year!

Spring Seals, NCTM
FWMTA President
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MEMBERSHIP EVENTS

You are Invited to---
“« . 9
Engaging the Heart
A presentation by Hayden Coie
This is a Joint Meeting with MCMTA & Fort Worth Piano Teacher’s Forum

Tuesday, February 6 at 10:00 a.m.
Women’s Club of Fort Worth

Also mark your calendar for the next presentation on Saturday, May 4, 2024, 1:00 p.m.:
Hando Nahkur will present “Sounds of Ukraine”

Note from the Editor: I also recently reflected on how happy I am that lessons and
concerts have returned to being in-person. While attending several FWMTA events this
Fall, I was re-inspired by the quality and innovation of our programs - both those intended |
for students and those for our own enrichment. The only thing that doesn’t seem to have
returned to pre-pandemic norms is member turnout. In 2024, I encourage our readers to take
advantage of membership, invite a friend, and soak in all that FWMTA has to offer as a
community! Also, a great big thanks to Rosemary Solomons for her help with compiling
much of the newsworthy items in this newsletter! - Patrick Behringer

FALL PROGRAMS RECAP

Student Affiliate registrations are finalized for the 2023-2024 school with a total of 48 teachers registering 392
students. Thank you to all teachers for a great job and helping us to achieve a successful SA registration season!
If you have questions about involving your studio via Student Affiliate, please reach out to Jennea Potter or

MaryAnn Fritz.

On Sunday, December 3rd, 2023, 20 students performed two afternoon
Outreach Recitals for an audience at the James L. West Center for Dementia
Care. Styles of music performed included classical, popular, and holiday
favorites. The teachers represented were John Owings, Michael Bukhman,

| Lindsay Bastian, MaryAnn Fritz, Tinatin Gudadze, and chairperson, Tak Yan
Yeung. The recitals were warmly received by the residents.
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The 2023 FWMTA Fall Festival was successfully held on October 21 at TCU. We had a total of 401 entries
from 37 teachers. Results: 382 Superior, 21 Excellent, 1 Fair, 3 No Ratings.

Eight students representing three local teachers entered the Local Composition Contest this year, chaired by
Edward Brown. Dr. Till Meyn, Professor of Theory and Composition at Texas Christian University, was our
local judge. Till provided lengthy and thoughtful feedback. All eight students received passing scores or higher,
and we anticipate all will submit to the state level this year.

The Texas State Fall Theory Test, chaired by Donna Hopson, featured the following turnout and results: 18
teachers registered a total of 81 students, 31 who earned Gold medals, 21 Silver, 4 Bronze, and 10
Achievements.

NEWS BRIEFS

The Fort Worth Civic Orchestra's 2024 Young Artists Competition will be held on March 10, at Texas
Wesleyan University, Fort Worth. Please use the link below for all details regarding this annual competition,
which is open to residents of Tarrant, Parker, Johson, Hood, Ellis, Wise and Denton Counties through 12" Grade
on any orchestral instrument or piano. The online details and application may be found here:

https://fwco.org/community/2024-young-artists-competition/

James L. West Center Receives Gift of Grand Piano

Fort Worth Patrons of the Arts, Sara and Peter Sterling donated their Charles M. Stieff Grand Piano to the James
L. West Center for individuals with Alzheimer's disease and related dementia. The piano was formerly played
by Alexandra Sterling, daughter of the Donors and a former student of Rosemary Solomons. Residents will now
have a much-needed piano in a separate wing of the Center.

Newsletter Editor Named PianoArts Competition Coordinator

Patrick Behringer is coordinating the 2024 PianoArts North American Competition & Festival held in
Milwaukee, WI, from May 28 - June 4. Students ages 17 to 22 will perform wide-ranging programs of solo,
chamber, and concerto repertoire. Among many awards, finalists perform with the Milwaukee Symphony
Orchestra, and $20,000 awaits the first prize winner. For an overview of this competition, please visit
www.pianoarts.org. For questions, email competition(@pianoarts.org.

The October 2023 FWMTA Meeting held at TWU's Martin Hall offered those in attendance something
different and unusual by its presenter, Matthew Kline. In his presentation, 4 Mindful Approach to Focus,
Presence and Cultivating Beauty in the Inner Lives of Our Students, Mr. Kline spoke of the effect that “Singing
Bowls” - similar to the metal bell bowls used by Tibetan craftsmen - have on relaxing the mind and body,
particularly when students are over-anxious, nervous, or tense.

For a demonstration of the effects achieved, Kline had those present stand in a close circle and hum, after which
members experienced the relaxing humming of the four bowls. It was unusual, relaxing, and exhilarating.
Matthew Kline also permitted each member present to talk about their anxieties and concerns as educators.
Kline's relaxed manner as a presenter added convincingly to his presentation.


https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://fwco.org/community/2024-young-artists-competition/__;!!K6Z8K8YTIA!AhCsuIEoZJUxonwz4KQZ4WLxQ1dKGQLl1XHpuB8ZCAJhjkQog27wvLVAW1ib3-bh8mI95maSdNih6YytChM$
http://www.pianoarts.org
mailto:competition@pianoarts.org
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MEMBERS IN PERFORMANCE

Professor Ilka Araujo presented Recitals and Masterclasses November 6 - 9, 2023 at the University of Florida,
Gainesville, Eastern Florida State College, Cocoa Beach and Florida Southern College, Lakeland. Her
programs included the music of Alberto Nepomuceno, Scriabin, Liszt, James Paul Sain (a local Florida
composer), Villa Lobos, and Louis Moreau Gottschalk.

Professors John Solomons and Kate Stevens were the featured soloists in a performance of Mozart's Concerto
for Two Pianos, No. 10 in E-flat Major, K.365/316 at Iron's Recital Hall, UT Arlington, October 2023, together
with the UTA Faculty & Friends Chamber Orchestra directed by Dr. Clifton Evans. The program also included
Beethoven's Symphony No. 3, Op. 55 subtitled Eroica.

Dr. Tak Yan Yeung, a University of Dallas Adjunct Piano Faculty member, performed the music of Haydn,
Schumann, Abram Chasins and Liszt in solo recitals given in the Fall of 2023 at the University of Dallas,
Emmanuel Presbyterian Chruch, Bedford, and Tarrant County College Northwest, Fort Worth.

Professor Evan Mitchell, piano, together with Ivan Petruzziello, clarinet; Mark Miller and Marina Dichenko,
violins; Ute Miller, viola; Laura Ospina, cello; and Jack Unzicker, double bass, performed the music of Cesar
Franck, John Williams, Richard Danielpour and Libby Larsen at the Steinway Gallery, Fort Worth, January 12,
2024.

2024 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
FEBRUARY
1  State Publication Contest Deadline
1  State Original Composition Contest Deadline
3 Open Recital, 4:30pm, Martin Hall at Texas Wesleyan University
3 Spring Theory Test (makeup date Feb. 8) at Broadway Baptist, 305 W. Broadway Ave, FW
6 Joint meeting with MCMTA and Forum, “Engaging the Heart” with Hayden Coie, 10:00 am,

Women’s Club of Fort Worth
9  World of Music Test registration postmark deadline
10 Local Performance Contest at Texas Christian University
12 State and Local Piano Ensemble Team Intent Form and Fees Postmark Date
17 Youth Duo Piano Competition at Texas Wesleyan University

MARCH

16 Open Recital 4:30pm, Martin Hall at Texas Wesleyan University

9  World of Music Testing, Location TBA

13 Solo Competition registration deadline

16 Open Recital 4:30pm, Martin Hall at Texas Wesleyan University
16-20 MTNA National Conference, Atlanta, Georgia


https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/PUBLICATION-CONTEST-1.pdf
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Original-Composition-2023.pdf
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/FWMTA-Recitals_-2023-24.pdf
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Yearbook-Info-FWMTA-THEORY-TEST-2023-1.pdf
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/World-of-Music-2023-24.pdf
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/2024-LOCAL-PERFORMANCE-CONTEST-RULES-1.pdf
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/FWMTA-Ensemble-2024.docx
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/FWMTA-Ensemble-Form.pdf
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/16th-Annual-Duo-Piano-Competition-Brochure-1.pdf
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/FWMTA-Recitals_-2023-24.pdf
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/World-of-Music-2023-24.pdf
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/2024-Solo-Competition-Registration-Forms.pdf
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/FWMTA-Recitals_-2023-24.pdf
https://www.mtna.org/MTNA/Engage/Conferences/Conferences.aspx
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APRIL

1 Senior Scholarship Award application postmark deadline
2 State and Local Piano Ensemble auditions, location TBA
13 Solo Competition at Texas Wesleyan University

13, 25 State and Local Piano Ensemble rehearsals, 9:00-11:00am at Steinway Piano Gallery,
510 Commerce St., FW
27 Solo Competition Honors Recitals, Martin Hall at Texas Wesleyan University

MAY

4 Meeting, “Sounds of Ukraine” with Hando Nakhur, 1:00 pm

11 Open Recital 4:30pm, Martin Hall at Texas Wesleyan University

11,25 State and Local Piano Ensemble rehearsals, 9:00-11:00am at Steinway Piano Gallery,
510 Commerce St., FW

JUNE

8 State and Local Piano Ensemble rehearsals

11 Honors Recital, 7:00 pm

13-16 TMTA Conference at the Waco Convention Center
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https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/FWMTA-SCHOLARSHIP-PROGRAM-2023-24.pdf
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/FWMTA-Ensemble-2024.docx
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/2024-Solo-Competition-Registration-Forms.pdf
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/FWMTA-Ensemble-Team-Selections-for2023.pdf
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/2023-FWMTA-Solo-Competition-Registration-Forms.pdf
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/FWMTA-Recitals_-2023-24.pdf
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/FWMTA-Ensemble-2024.docx
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/FWMTA-Ensemble-2024.docx

