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Dear FWMTA Members,

The new school year is a great time to try something new in our teaching studios! Maybe you can enter
students in the Fall Festival for the first time, or attend our state conference in Houston. There are so
many events to help you find the right niche for you and your students. I encourage you to look over
our calendar of events and try something new this year!

Something new I’ve been trying in my studio is incorporating more rote pieces into lessons.
Rote teaching is something I never experienced as a student, but I’m beginning to see many
advantages, as a teacher. It’s been especially helpful for my students who struggle with reading
skills. Rote pieces allow them to learn music that sounds much more advanced and spans a
larger range of the keyboard without struggling through the notation. I’ve found that the right
rote piece can motivate students to practice more often, and once we get them at the piano, they
tend to work on their assigned reading pieces too. Rote pieces can also be very useful for older
beginners by allowing them to learn more mature sounding pieces while they are still developing
their reading skills. Some of my favorite resources for rote pieces are Patterns for Fun by
Sheftel and Wills, Repertoire by Rote by Alexander and Greer, and the Little Gems series by Paula
Dreyer.

As we enter the new year, I want to thank Donna Hopson for her years of service as Theory
Chair and Jae Kim for stepping in to fill this role. I’d also like to thank Jennifer DeSantis for
taking the lead on our Fall Festival coming up in October. These events and student opportunities can
only happen thanks to generous volunteers like Donna, Jae, Jennifer, and our committee chairs.

Please consider ways in which you, too, could contribute to our organization
and keep it thriving!

Spring B. Seals, NCTM
FWMTA President

https://fwmta.org/calendar-and-forms/


Note from the Editor:

This year, my “something new” was compiling a list of all FWMTA, MCMTA, and Teacher’s Forum
events to my students’ parents. While it has invited a little more chaos into my planning, I wanted them
to have more choice in the great variety of opportunities, and hopefully inspire more “buy-in”or
“try-in” across the studio. The more awareness that parents have about what our organization does, the
more likely they may be to participate without reservation.

Along the lines of publicity, be sure to follow FWMTA on Facebook where you can receive reminders
and details about events, as well as video and media links, such as the Spotify recording of Hando
Nahkur’s recital, “Sounds of Ukraine” at Texas Wesleyan University, and a wonderful student video
created by the 2024 Community Service Award recipient, Danh Pham.

Please contact Spring at spring@parkerpiano.com if you have events, performances, or achievements
you would like to share on social media or the newsletter! The next issue will come in January.
Thank you! - Patrick Behringer

1st Annual Meeting Recap

“Detectives-in-Training"
Presented by Lindsay Bastian

We had an excellent first member program of the year with a presentation by Lindsay Bastian, a current
DMA student of Dr. Ann Gipson at TCU. Her presentation focused on teaching our students through
discovery learning. This approach to teaching draws on the natural curiosity in children and teaches
them to take ownership of their own learning. Some of the advantages of discovery learning include
higher retention rates, increased intrinsic motivation, the development of creativity and
problem-solving skills, and improved emotional engagement. Lindsay suggested leading our student
through discovery of new pieces by asking
open-ended questions that guide them to see
challenges and details within the music. Discovery
learning can also include allowing the students to
make their own value judgments about their
performance rather than the teacher giving direct
feedback. Feedback given can be observational
comments without a value judgment, such as “you
played this section loudly” or “the ending was
slower than the rest of the piece” and then helping
the student to discover whether these
interpretations are supported by the score. She also
provided applications for improvisation,

https://open.spotify.com/album/5AcVMmAxj0OzteeJbAUCZp?si=ir3NUGloSdC0KsXiHn8FSw
https://open.spotify.com/album/5AcVMmAxj0OzteeJbAUCZp?si=ir3NUGloSdC0KsXiHn8FSw
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/yfohSAb49fRhVwpt/
mailto:spring@parkerpiano.com


composition activities, and group lessons. This was an excellent presentation with applications for all
teachers! Many thanks to Adriana Morales, our VP for Programs, who planned and organized this
program. We had excellent teacher attendance with many TCU graduate students also present.

As a reminder, each time you attend a member program this year you will be entered into our drawing
for a prize at the last meeting this coming spring! - Spring Seals, President

Upcoming 2024-2025 Membership Meetings

Dr. Luis Sanchez: “Piano Music by Latin American Composers”
Location TBD. Saturday, October 26, 2024, 1:00 p.m.

Lisa Debellevue- “Strengthening Ear Training Skills”
Location and Time TBD. Friday, February 7, 2025

Teachers’ Round Table, Book Discussion
Fort Worth Conservatory of Music
Sunday, May 4, 2025, 4:00 p.m.

MEMBER NEWS BRIEFS

TMTA Recognizes Commissioned Composer at 2024 Convention
Dr. Dan Cavanagh was named TMTA Commissioned Composer for 2023 -2024. His award-winning
commissioned work entitled Building God for Violin, Bassoon, and Piano was performed at the TMTA
Convention in June 2024. The premiere performance at the convention was given by UT Arlington faculty
members, Martha Walvoord, violin, Laura Bennett-Cameron, bassoon, and John Solomons, piano.

Dr. Cavanagh served as Professor of Composition and Jazz Studies at the University of Texas at Arlington for
eighteen years. Cavanagh is currently Director of the Pamela O. Hamel/Board of Advisors of the Mead Witter
School of Music and Professor of Composition and Jazz Studies at the University of Wisconsin-Madison.

Dan Cavanagh is an accomplished jazz pianist; he has garnered numerous prestigious awards as a jazz pianist
and composer. His film-scoring work can be heard in the documentary The Beat Hotel, a film exploring the
hotel in Paris in the late 1950s and early 1960s where the beat poets, led by Allen Ginsberg, lived and created
much of their famous work.



Concerts on Harwood 2024
The Concerts on Harwood series resumed at 4 PM on Saturday, September 14th, 2024, featuring Dr. Mehrdad
Gholami (https://cfpa.wwu.edu/people/gholamm) and Dr. Tak Yan Yeung, piano, performing music by Bach,
Babajanian, Franck, Khachaturian, Shahroudi, and Still. Iranian flutist and Sankyo Artist Dr. Gholami is
Assistant Professor of Flute at Western Washington University.

Concerts on Harwood is a classical music concert series based in Bedford, Texas, generously hosted and
supported by Emmanuel Presbyterian Church. Featuring performing musicians of the highest caliber, we bring
classical music to a wider audience in the Mid-Cities and throughout the Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex. All
concerts are free. The next concert will take place Saturday, December 4 at 7 PM, featuring Soprano Jung
An-Chou. More information about Concerts on Harwood can be found on
emmanuelpc.org/concerts-on-harwood.

American Soprano Christina Major and Friends
Experience an unforgettable evening with Christina Major (soprano), Jeffrey Snider (baritone), and Michael
Schneider (piano), as they bring to life a stunning selection of art songs, opera duets, and piano masterpieces.
Michael Schneider will perform solo piano works by Chopin and Gottschalk as well as collaborate on opera,
art song, and musical theatre selections. This concert presented by the Waxahachie Symphony Association on
Saturday, Sep 28th, 2024 from 7:30pm-9pm at Nelson University - Hagee Center. Tickets can be found at this
website:
https://www.waxahachiesymphony.org/event-details-registration/american-soprano-christina-major-and-friends

International Applause
Ilka Araujo presented recitals in São Paulo and Fortaleza, Brazil in June 2024. Her recital program included a
suite titled Fortaleza by contemporary composer Liduino Pitombeira; it bears a dedication to the pianist.
Araujo later traveled to Taiwan where she spent six weeks presenting masterclasses and adjudicating.

John Solomons presented a solo recital at the 24th Festival of Music of Sant Pere de Rodes, in Cap de Creus,
Spain. The Festival was held in the medieval splendor of the monastery of Sant Pere de Rodes which is over
2000 years old. Solomons' recital program included works by Schumann, Debussy, and Mussorgsky and encore
offerings by Mompou and Liszt.

New Faculty at Reputed Performing Arts Academies
Past FWMTA President, Jose Cubela, has accepted a position as Piano and Theory director at Arlington ISD’s
Dr. Marcelo Cavazos Center for Visual and Performing Arts for grades 9-12. Joining him on the faculty at the
Kinder-5th Grade piano lab, is Patrick Behringer, for Corey Academy of Fine Arts and Dual Language.

https://cfpa.wwu.edu/people/gholamm
http://emmanuelpc.org/concerts-on-harwood/
https://www.waxahachiesymphony.org/event-details-registration/american-soprano-christina-major-and-friends
https://www.waxahachiesymphony.org/event-details-registration/american-soprano-christina-major-and-friends


STUDENT EVENTS, 2023-2024
SEPTEMBER
15 Student Affiliate Enrollment Deadline
13 Fall Theory Test Registration begins
21 Open Recital, 4:30pm, Martin Hall at Texas Wesleyan University
21 Fall Festival: Jazz and Contemporary Registration Deadline

OCTOBER
7 Fall Theory Test Registration Deadline
15 Original Composition Contest Deadline for Entry
19 Fall Festival: Jazz and Contemporary Ed Landreth Hall at TCU
26 Open Recital, 4:30pm, Martin Hall at Texas Wesleyan University

NOVEMBER
1 Student Affiliate Late Enrollment Deadline
2 Fall Theory Test at Broadway Baptist, 305 W. Broadway Ave, FW

DECEMBER
1 Youth Duo Piano Competition Registration Deadline
1 Local Publication Contest Deadline
1 Student Affiliate Extended Late Enrollment Deadline
7 Open Recital, 4:30pm, Martin Hall at Texas Wesleyan University
13 Spring Theory Test Registration begins

JANUARY
6 Spring Theory Test Registration Deadline
21 Local Performance Contest Registration Postmark
28 Open Recital, 4:30pm, Martin Hall at Texas Wesleyan University

FEBRUARY
1 State Publication Contest Deadline
1 State Original Composition Contest Deadline
1 Open Recital, 4:30pm, Martin Hall at Texas Wesleyan University
1 Spring Theory Test at Broadway Baptist, 305 W. Broadway Ave, FW
12 Local State and Local Piano Ensemble Team Intent Form and Fees Postmark Date
13 World of Music Test registration postmark deadline

MARCH
1 Youth Duo Piano Competition, Texas Wesleyan University
10World of Music Testing, Location TBA
12 Solo Competition registration deadline

https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/2024-25-Student-Affiliate.pdf
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/FWMTA-THEORY-TEST-2024-2025.pdf
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/FWMTA-2024-25-Open-Recitals.pdf
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/FALL-FESTIVAL-REGISTRATION-3.pdf
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/FWMTA-THEORY-TEST-2024-2025.pdf
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/2024-25-ORIGINAL-COMPOSITION-CONTEST.pdf
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/FALL-FESTIVAL-REGISTRATION-3.pdf
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/FWMTA-2024-25-Open-Recitals.pdf
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/2024-25-Student-Affiliate.pdf
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/FWMTA-THEORY-TEST-2024-2025.pdf
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/2024-5-17th-Annual-Duo-Piano-Competition-PDF.pdf
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/2024-25-PUBLICATION-CONTEST.pdf
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/2024-25-Student-Affiliate.pdf
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/FWMTA-2024-25-Open-Recitals.pdf
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/FWMTA-THEORY-TEST-2024-2025.pdf
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/FWMTA-THEORY-TEST-2024-2025.pdf
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/2023-LOCAL-PERFORMANCE-CONTEST-RULES.pdf
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/FWMTA-2024-25-Open-Recitals.pdf
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/2024-25-PUBLICATION-CONTEST.pdf
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/2024-25-ORIGINAL-COMPOSITION-CONTEST.pdf
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/FWMTA-2024-25-Open-Recitals.pdf
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/FWMTA-THEORY-TEST-2024-2025.pdf
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/FWMTA-Ensemble-Team-Selections-for2023.pdf
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/FWMTA-Ensemble-Form.pdf
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/W-O-M-YEARBOOK-2021-22.pdf
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/2024-5-17th-Annual-Duo-Piano-Competition-PDF.pdf
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/W-O-M-YEARBOOK-2021-22.pdf
https://fwmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/2023-FWMTA-Solo-Competition-Registration-Forms.pdf


15 Open Recital 4:30pm, Martin Hall at Texas Wesleyan University
16 Open Recital 4:30pm, Martin Hall at Texas Wesleyan University
15-19MTNA National Conference, Minneapolis, MN

APRIL
1 Senior Scholarship Award application postmark deadline
12 Solo Competition at Texas Wesleyan University
15, 29 State and Local Piano Ensemble rehearsals, 9:00-11:00 at Steinway Piano Gallery, 510 Commerce St
19 Solo Competition Honors Recitals, Martin Hall at Texas Wesleyan University

MAY
13, 27 State and Local Piano Ensemble rehearsals, 9:00-11:00 at Steinway Piano Gallery, 510 Commerce St.
17 Open Recital 4:30pm, Martin Hall at Texas Wesleyan University

JUNE
3, 6 State and Local Piano Ensemble rehearsals
Honors Recital, 7:00 pm
12-15 TMTA Conference , Houston Hyatt Regency
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