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Dear FWMTA Members,

It is time to start looking ahead to the summer! As we plan trips to the beach or the mountains
(hopefully!), summer camps for our students, and breaks from our regular teaching schedules, I want to
urge you to consider making time to attend the Texas Music Teachers Association conference in Waco
this June.

Waco is just a short trip down I-35, and our state conference is arguably the best in the country!
Our state officers have worked to plan an outstanding conference that will be sure to make it worth
your time. The first general session will feature keynote speaker Dr. Leah Claiborne. Her address is
titled “Music Unites Us: When We Celebrate Our Diversity” and will share practical ways to create
diversity in the piano studio. There will also be a masterclass by Mona Rejino, and an evening recital
by the quartet INVOKE, which merges bluegrass, Appalachian fiddle tunes, jazz, and minimalism to
create a unique sound. Other sessions will feature tips for group lessons and ear training, mental health
practices for your studio, improvisation for classical pianists, and so much more. You are sure to be
able to find many new concepts to bring back to your students.

In addition to the sessions for teachers, there are many other benefits to attending our state
conference. I often hear students and teachers bemoaning the fact that there is nowhere local to go look
at sheet music in person. The exhibit hall is a great place to browse music that we can often only find
online! There are also meeting times just for independent teachers, collegiate faculty, or local officers
to discuss challenges they face and find solutions and new ideas together. There are opportunities all
weekend to connect with other teachers from across the state.

I hope to see many of you in Waco June 13-16!

Spring Seals, NCTM
FWMTA President
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The 2024 FWMTA Solo Competition on April 13 was a great success! Nearly 250 piano, strings, and
voice students participated, representing 66 teachers from both within and outside of FWMTA. We had
a wonderful line-up of judges who were each impressed with the excellent display of musicianship
from our students. The 2024 judges were: Mr. Patrick Behringer, Ms. Biliana Dimitrova, Dr. Steven
Hall, Mr. Eric Jo, Mr. Dolf Oh, Ms. Astrid Morales Torres, Mr. Angelo Rondello, Dr. John Solomons,
Ms. Qiong Hulsey (strings), and Mr. Travis Lowery (voice).

This event could not have run so smoothly without the help of the wonderful FWMTA Solo
Competition Committee and all the teachers who graciously volunteered their time monitoring and
assisting with the Honors Recitals. A special thanks goes out to Dr. Ilka Araujo and Texas Wesleyan
University for providing the space and pianos for the competition and Martin Hall for the Honors
Recitals April 20.

A heartfelt “Congratulations!” to all the aspiring students and their excellent teachers! - Sara Doan

FWMTA Celebrates the Class of 2024

Each year the Fort Worth Music Teachers Association awards scholarships to seniors who have
demonstrated a dedication to musical endeavors through participation in Student Affiliate events,
TMTA Theory Tests, Piano Guild auditions, National Federation of Music Clubs Junior Festival, Fort
Worth Solo Contest, the Royal Conservatory of Music program, NATS and UIL competitions, choirs,
orchestras, and various other activities.

This year, the Senior Scholarship of $300 is awarded to three graduating seniors. Rowan Asgaonkar
(student of Jennea Potter) will graduate from Carroll Senior High School in Southlake. Rowan plans to
attend the University of Washington-Seattle and major in history. Andrew Balson (student of Jennea
Potter) also attends Carroll Senior High School in Southlake. Andrew plans to attend Duke University,
majoring in biomedical engineering. Elizabeth Dean (student of Jennea Potter) is a student at Carroll
Senior High School in Southlake. Elizabeth plans to major in anthropology at Northwestern University.

The Memorial Scholarship of $400 is awarded to three seniors who will be majoring in music.
Hannah Franco (student of Tanya Karyagina) will graduate from her homeschool community in
Crowley. She plans to major in piano performance with an emphasis in pedagogy at Oklahoma Baptist
University. Victoria Nigh (student of Sara Doan) is a senior at Southwest Christian School. She plans
to major in music at Lipscomb University in Nashville, TN. Frederic Situmorang (student of Jill
Sprenger) attends I. M. Terrell Academy for STEM and VPA. Frederic is considering his choice of
university, where he will major in piano performance.

The Community Service Award is given to only one Fort Worth high school student engaged in
community service through the medium of music. This Community Service Award of $500 goes to
Danh Pham, a homeschool student in Fort Worth, and a piano student of Jennifer DeSantis. Danh will
present his service project at the FWMTA Honors Recital on June 11. Danh is looking forward to
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college at TCU, where he will major in biophysics.

As a part of the scholarship application, students are required to write an essay discussing their
experience in music and its role in their lives. Here are excerpts from the essays of the 2024
scholarship recipients. Enjoy getting to know these bright lights!

Rowan Asgaonkar, Senior Scholarship: “Across my musical journey, I have gone
from learning where middle C was on the piano to taking the final theory test of my
high school career, and it has taught me many incredible skills. From a young age, I
was fortunate to learn, through piano and FWMTA’s theory tests and other events,
the incredible reward of working towards a goal and seeing it come into fruition.
Every year since I was five, I have participated in the Guild auditions and the
FWMTA theory tests, and I would devote months to working towards one audition
in the spring and one test in the fall. I would be nervous and scared, terrified that my
hard work was all going to be wasted based on one bad day. But as I grew older and

more experienced, I learned how to manage that and help myself succeed. These skills have helped me
through all sorts of challenges, from earning high grades in school to studying for AP exams, and I’m
sure they will continue to aid me as I continue my journey into higher education.”

Andrew Balson, Senior Scholarship: “I grew up with the sound of music
everywhere – from the small church my family attended to the electric baby grand
in our house – beautiful music constantly surrounded me. From this, my love of
music developed. I started playing the piano at age 5, taking lessons with my sister
at a local piano teacher’s house. Late evenings filled with simple piano melodies
became the norm for me. When I was 8, my family moved to Texas. Once we
moved in, we found a local piano studio. My sister and I quickly settled in and
continued to foster our love for music. I’m going to study biomedical engineering
at Duke University this fall. I’ll definitely continue to be involved in music,
whether that be competing with the Duke Devilish Keys club or simply entertaining friends with music
in common rooms. I’m forever grateful that I could grow up with the sound of music.”

Elizabeth Dean, Senior Scholarship: “Music has been a part of my life for as
long as I remember. Initially, it started as a requirement set by my parents in first
grade, but since then it has become so much more. Over time, playing piano
transitioned from being a chore to a way to refocus and relieve stress. Learning
piano was the first time in my life I understood the satisfaction of working
towards a goal and being proud of the result. I am a goal-oriented person, and
FWMTA has been monumental in my success as a pianist by providing tests and
festivals I can prepare for each year. Where piano sparked my love for music on
an individual level, participating in the band introduced me to a community of
musicians of all different types. The bond fostered between a large group of
people committed to achieving excellence in music helped me form some of my
closest friendships. So far, my journey in music has allowed me to learn more

about myself and connect with others, and I am excited to see where it will take me next.”
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Hannah Franco, Memorial Scholarship: “I woke up to a rainy day. As I
completed my morning routine, I only thought about the piano piece I wanted
to start practicing first. Chopin’s “Raindrop” Prelude rang in my head as my
hands itched to play it. After making it to the piano, I played with passion. I felt
immense satisfaction and fulfillment as my fingers finally relaxed into the last
notes. Music plays an emotional role in my life, as I often select pieces that
align with my mood or experiences. When I feel stressed, I use the piano to
ease the intensity of my emotions. In the same way, I use the piano to embrace
joy and celebration. I desire to pursue music at the university level because of
my connection, career goals, and the opportunity to give back to the
community. Frequent opportunities to perform on and off campus excite me,
because each experience would contribute to my growth as a performer and
help the community.”

Victoria Nigh, Memorial Scholarship: “I am very grateful for FWMTA and
especially my piano teacher, Sara Doan, for how they have introduced and
guided me into the world of making music. I have been playing piano and have
had a love for music since I was very young. I first started piano with Miss
Sara when I was 7 years old, and I was really motivated by how she pushed me
to be a great pianist. She held me to a high standard while making my lessons
fun. Studying for the theory test helped to deepen my understanding of music
theory, which has aided my passion for composition and songwriting. Playing
in both church and school bands has been an amazing experience, not only for
my personal education in music, but also for the sense of community and

opportunity for collaboration with other musicians.”

Frederic Situmorang, Memorial Scholarship: “When one is asked to
describe themselves, they will always reply with character traits: extroverted,
introverted, funny, smart, and the like. When asked to describe myself,
however, I always instinctively reply with ‘I am a pianist.’ Being a pianist has
become more than what I do; it has become who I am. Playing piano has also
led me to explore new areas of music-making. About three years ago, I started
producing electronic music; and at about the same time, I joined my school’s
film club. These two hobbies gradually combined to form my interest in film
scoring and composition. At the moment, I have composed and produced
scores for five short films, and have also composed several works for solo
piano, symphony orchestra, choir, and string orchestra. This is what I value

most about my time in piano: it is not only about the act of playing piano itself,
but it also serves as an excellent steppingstone into an abundance of both musical
and non-musical opportunities.”

Danh Pham, Community Service Award: “The image of my grandparents
spending quality time with their grandchildren is the main inspiration for DFW
Music4Life, an initiative aimed at creating a shared experience that crosses age
lines. The inspiration to create a music group that performs at nursing homes also
stems from my first performance at James L. West through the FWMTA Outreach



Page 5 of 8
Recital in May 2022. Playing music at nursing homes is important because it addresses multiple aspects
of residents’ well-being, including emotional, cognitive, social, and physical health. This not only
benefits the residents, but also enriches the lives of the performers by providing them with
opportunities for fulfillment, connection, skill development, empathy, community engagement, and
personal growth. I am dedicated to fostering an inclusive community by bringing students of all ages to
perform at senior care facilities. We unite people across generations, inviting students of all ages and
backgrounds to play their instruments and have lively conversations with the residents. I will be
attending TCU next fall and intend to continue this program throughout my college career, assisting my
younger sister in running the organization.”

Congratulations to our scholarship recipients and to all our seniors! - MaryAnn Fritz

NEWS BRIEFS

FWMTAMembers Heard in Recital
John Owings, recently retired Herndon Professor of Piano at TCU collaborated with TCU's newly
appointed Herndon Professor of Piano Dr. Enrico Elisi, in a performance of the Piano Concerto in E
flat Major, K.365 by Mozart on February 28, 2024. Dr. Germán Gutierrez led the TCU Orchestra.

Patrick Behringer presented a doctoral recital at the University of North Texas on April 21. His
program consisted of the Années de pèlerinage: Première année, Suisse, S.160 (1855) by Franz Liszt.

Dr. Tak Yan Yeung, former FWMTA treasurer, spearheaded a series of concerts in 2023 that offer
performances by high caliber artists. Concerts on Harwood, now in its second season, invites you to
attend its three upcoming concerts which are free and open to the public. Donations are welcome.
All concerts are scheduled to begin at 4 P.M.:

Trumpet recital by Christopher Heldt, Saturday, June 15, 2024
Flute recital by Mehrdad Gholami, Saturday, September 14, 2024
Soprano recital by Jung-An Chou, Saturday, December 7, 2024
For more information please go to: emmanuelpc.org/concerts-on-harwood

Texas Association of Music Schools (TAMS) Elects Next President
TAMS unanimously nominated Dr. Ilka Araujo 2024-2026 president-elect. As its president, Araujo
will continue to steer the organization in continuing… to advance the cause of music in higher
education generally and to improve the quality and program of the music educational system in Texas
through the promotion of cooperation between colleges and universities. Dr. Araujo, associate
professor of piano and music history at TWU, Fort Worth, also serves as Chair of its music department.

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://emmanuelpc.org/concerts-on-harwood/__;!!K6Z8K8YTIA!HIfwLacpwzgFyK0bGbOsGYrz_saPi0FlAP8-mxtvXXBVQGmWrlAdW6n5-bcWBzNoHSkEF84B1FNHCcJZ5w$
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Video Recording of ABRSMMeeting (November 18, 2023)
For those members who were not able to attend the ABRSM informative Zoom meeting this past
November 18, here is a link with the video where you can access a recording of this meeting with
ABRSM international representative Natalie Voogt.
https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/share/v4iDEfhg_o1W9rY8mTMUXlzfqbpAx89YTyZOBlqbVe82M5Uk8
E0O-scI4kYWHdaB.lyv-OE3CXZfH3pU7

FWMTA thanks Donna Hopson for having given of her time over many years to serve as Student
Affiliate Theory Chair and for the streamlined approach she introduced to SA Theory testing. Donna
is now handing the reins of this position to the new SA Theory Chair, long-time FWMTA member
Cathy Lloyd. Assisting her as committee members will be Brandi Bassett and Linda Jackson.
FWMTA wishes to thank Ms. Lloyd, Ms. Bassett, and Ms. Jackson for readily volunteering their time
to serve our association.

Fort Worth Civic Orchestra Announces
First Prize Co-Winners of Young Artists Concerto Competition

The first-prize co-winners of the Fort Worth Civic Orchestra's 2024 Young Artists Concerto Competition,
Karina Foster 16, and Alex Marquez 13, performed with the orchestra on Saturday, May 11, 2024, at
Birchman Baptist Church Fort Worth.

Karina began studying violin in 2016 in Japan. She moved to the United States in 2018 where her lessons
continued under the guidance of her teacher, George Maxman. Karina has won many awards and is a member of
the Greater Dallas Youth Orchestra. Karina Foster performed the Allegro Maestoso movement from Niccolò
Paganini’s Violin Concerto No. 1, Opus 6.

Co-winner Alex Marquez was invited to play at a concert in Hong Kong at the age of six. He began formal
piano lessons in 2016. He has been a student of Dr. John Solomons since 2022. Alex earned 1st place in his
division in the FWMTA Spring Solo Contest in 2021 and was named a finalist in the TMTA solo competition in
2023. Alex Marquez performed the Allegro Molto Moderato movement from Edvard Grieg’s Piano Concerto in
A-minor, Opus 16.

The first-prize co-winners each performed with the FWCO under the direction of Dr. Kurt Sprenger. The
adjudicators of the FWCO 2024 Young Artists Concerto Competition were Professor Michael Bukhman (TCU),
Professor Martin Blessinger (TCU) and FWCO co-principal viola, and Dan Stevens, FWCO Concertmaster.

https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/share/v4iDEfhg_o1W9rY8mTMUXlzfqbpAx89YTyZOBlqbVe82M5Uk8E0O-scI4kYWHdaB.lyv-OE3CXZfH3pU7
https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/share/v4iDEfhg_o1W9rY8mTMUXlzfqbpAx89YTyZOBlqbVe82M5Uk8E0O-scI4kYWHdaB.lyv-OE3CXZfH3pU7
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PROGRAMS RECAP

The 4th and final FWMTA meeting organized by VP for Programs,
Adrianna Morales took place at TWU on Saturday, May 4, 2024.
The members in attendance were treated to a program of Ukranian
music for piano by contemporary Ukranian composer Valentin
Silvestrov. The program titled Sounds of Ukraine was played by
the internationally acclaimed pianist, Hando Nahkur, a native of
Estonia, who chanced upon the works of Silvestrov while on a
concert tour in Europe. The recital provided a glimpse into not the
music of a war-torn Ukraine but of the years of peace prior to the
current, senseless tragedy. It was a new and welcome revelation to
those members (a precious few) who took the time to attend the
meeting on Saturday.

Membership Survey Responses
Please answer one of the following questions.
(A) What were your favorite take-aways from one of our professional programs this year?
(B) Which student event was the most impactful for your studio this year?
(C) How did FWMTA positively impact your teaching this year?

“I teach one 7th grade piano student. The theory test gives her a way to measure her success in
mastering theory materials. It also helps her to motivate herself to continue moving forward in her
study. I also hope to get her involved in the ensemble team as well.” - Anonymous

“All of the meetings this year were interesting and informative. I especially found the meeting that
offered interaction between teacher and student presented by Hayden Coie thought-provoking. The last
meeting at TWU was a learning experience as none of us members had heard the music of
contemporary Ukrainian composer, Valentin Silvestrov. A recital of Silvestrov's piano music was given
by Estonian pianist, Dr. Hando Nahkur who is making audiences through his performances aware of
the music of Silvestrov. It is a great shame, that so few members turned up.” - Anonymous

Note from the Editor:
One of my take-aways from this year’s Programs was how fortunate we are to live and teach in Fort
Worth, where we can hear and meet so many incredibly talented, inspiring pianists and teachers!
Thank you to Adriana Morales for coordinating these outstanding events. Simultaneously, being in
such a large organization, it is easy to think our Programs will be attended by “someone else.” In
reality, membership turnout has been minimal. These are missed opportunities to be “fed”
professionally throughout the year, to network with fellow teachers, and strengthen the future of the
organization, which we can all agree provides invaluable service to our profession. Looking ahead to
2024-2025, please consider adding the Member Programs to your personal calendar, in addition to the
Student Programs! You will not be disappointed. Further, they may offer a wonderful opportunity to
invite a friend or special student who has potential to become a musician. The Programs nourish us in
the present and also create a personal connection to the future generation of musicians.

- Patrick Behringer
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CALENDAR OF REMAINING EVENTS

MAY
25 Piano Ensemble rehearsals, 9-11am, Steinway Piano Gallery, 510 Commerce St

JUNE
8 State and Local Piano Ensemble rehearsals
11 Honors Recital, 7:00 pm
13-16 TMTA Conference at the Waco Convention Center
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