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Editorial Musings 
 Since its inception eighty-

five years ago,  one member 
has held the position of 
President of FWMTA and 
worked in close 
collaboration with a small 
group of members who form 

an Executive Board.  This next two-year term 
breaks with tradition as two energetic, youthful 
and very capable members work together at the 
helm of FWMTA as co-presidents. 
The small group of highly involved members who 
form the core of our association cannot function 
as an independent entity; they require  the 
assistance of committee members, committee 
Chairs and others in leadership roles, to assist in 
the myriad duties FWMTA activites call for 
throughout the acedemic year. 
 FWMTA is affiliated to TMTA, which like our 
organization, depends on its members to further 
its goals. Volunteerism is the life-blood of non-
profit organizations.  It is astounding to learn that  
Volunteers hold all  positions of leadership in 
TMTA,  the exceptions are that of Office Manager 
and Database and Convention Manager. And 
TMTA is 2,100-member strong and the largest 
affiliate of MTNA!   
Our passion for music and imparting our 
knowledge are two vital ingredients that bind us 
together as members of our organization. An age 
perspective places us members in groups that 
range from young, to middle age, to full maturity.      
This natural cycle within our organization should  
ideally begin with  new (youthful) members 
volunteering to serve on committees and  in 
leadership roles, thus creating the merging of age 
groups, expertise and fellowship. 
 

 
 
 
 
The start of an academic year is the ideal time in  
which to toy with the idea of serving our 
organization in any manner possible. 
Volunteerism brings to the fore much more than 
we imagined  or expected of ourselves.  Try it – it 
is addictive!! 
FWMTA wishes to thank co-presidents, Sarah 
Alexander and Jennifer DeSantis and all those  
members of our association, who have graciously  
volunteered to serve our association gratis.   
 
- Rosemary Solomons      

 
EVENT CALENDAR   
 
SEPTEMBER 2017 14 Student Affiliate Enrollment Deadline 
14 Fall Festival: Jazz and Baroque Registration 
Deadline 
OCTOBER 2017 4 Fall Theory Test Registration Deadline 
7 Open Recital at Texas Wesleyan University, 
Martin Hall 
14 Fall Festival: Jazz and Baroque at TCU, Ed 
Landreth Hall 
28 Original Composition Contest  Entry Deadline 
NOVEMBER 2017 3 Student Affiliate Late Enrollment Deadline (Fee 
Assessed) 
3-4 Chamber Music Clinic TCC NE Campus, 
Piano and Instrumental.  Joint event with Mid- 
cities MTA and TCC-NE.  Presenter: Dr. Bradley 
Bolen 
4 Fall Theory Test at Broadway Baptist Church 
4 Open Recital with Forum. Texas Wesleyan 
University, Martin Hall 
11 Original Composition Recital, 6 P.M. 
Steinway Hall 
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Calendar cont. 
DECEMBER 2017 1 Youth Duo Piano Competition Registration 
Deadline 
2 Local Publication Competition Deadline 
2 Local Video Contest Deadline 
2 Open Christmas Recital, with Christmas hymns, 
carols, duets, and winners of Original 
Composition Contest 
30 Student Affiliate Extended Late Enrollment 
Deadline (Fee Increased) 
JANUARY 2018 TBD Original Composition Contest State 
Deadline 
4 Spring Theory Test Registration Deadline 
20 12-2PM Pedagogy Masterclass at TBD.  
Presenter:  Dr. Catharine Lysinger 
27 Open Recital at Texas Wesleyan University, 
Martin Hall 
 
Please Note: The Pages of the Yearbook are 
now available ONLY  ON-LINE. 
Documents previously found in the Yearbook are also all available On-line.   
 A Message from Newly-Installed Co-
President Sarah Alexander to FWMTA 
Members 
 Jennifer DeSantis  and I are thrilled and honored 
to serve as co-presidents of this wonderful 
organization.  We value the commitment of the 
association to serve independent music teachers, 
their students, and the surrounding community.  
We also value the individual members that make 
this association a joy to be a part of because of 
their passion, excellence and generosity. 
It is these qualities that Jennifer and I would like 
to see at the forefront of the next two years as we 
lead and facilitate all the facets of FWMTA.   
Passion: Not many of us would be teaching were 
it not for caring about our profession.  Yet, the 
level and depth of our commitment can wax and 
wane throughout our careers depending on the 
bumps we run into with logistics, paperwork, 
administrative work, etc.  We hope to help 

members fuel their passion by maintaining and 
improving our many activities.  
 
Excellence: We are grateful for the excellent 
leadership that has preceded us and still currently 
serving.  It has made the transitions easy and 
inspired us to build on the wonderful foundation 
that has already been laid.  We will strive to 
maintain that level of excellence and keep 
FWMTA relevant to our members and the 
community. 
Generosity: Where would our organization be 
without countless volunteer hours spent by 
generous members?  But yet, we don’t want to be 
the status quo of 10% of the people doing 90% of 
the work.  Nor do we want to take anyone’s 
volunteer hours for granted.  We are excited for 
those serving for the first time as well as for those 
who are continuing.  While the chair positions are 
now filled, there is plenty of  room on the various 
committees to help share the load of 
responsibility.   
Many have asked why we chose to share the 
position as co-presidents.  Jennifer and I both sat 
on the nominating committee and as we asked 
several members to step into the position, it 
seemed to not be good timing for them this 
upcoming term.  We both felt burdened by the 
need for the position to be filled in a timely 
fashion.  However, we are both full-time teachers, 
and more than that, we are both heavily involved 
in FWMTA and other organizations already.  
Neither one of us felt that we could fulfill the 
duties of president very well while balancing our 
other volunteer commitments.  We both agreed 
that we felt we could split the responsibilities.   
Having sat on the nominating committee, we see 
a desperate need for a healthy mentorship 
program.  The sustaining power of our 
organization rests on the more experienced 
members reaching out and engaging newer 
members and newer members being willing to get 
involved.  Of course, we hope to see our numbers 
grow, but we want to make sure our infrastructure 
is supported by members who love to be involved 
because they are appreciated and have a network 
of colleagues serving right alongside them.   
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Sarah Alexander, 
NCTM, holds a Masters 
in Piano Pedagogy from 
Texas Christian 
University. While there, 
she studied with Dr. 
Ann Gipson and Dr. 
Gloria Lin.  
Upon graduation, she 
was inducted into Pi 
Kappa Lambda, a 
national honorary 

music society.  Sarah is an active member of 
MTNA, TMTA, FWMTA, and MCMTA, having 
served as the Chamber Ensemble Clinic Chair and 
Region 1 Performance Chair for TMTA.   
In addition to her new position as co-president of 
FWMTA, she also currently serves as Vice-
President for MCMTA and as Festival Chair.  She 
has been an invited lecturer and co-presenter at 
the MTNA and TMTA conventions as well as for 
local music associations.   
Sarah is adjunct faculty at Tarrant County College  
and coordinates the Piano Preparatory 
program.  She maintains an active private studio 
in Keller and adjudicates and accompanies around 
the DFW metroplex area. 
  FWMTA Extends a Warm 
Welcome to  New Members -  
 
Ashly Napier Blake, Shelby Hendryx, 
Ann   Karitchashvili,  Kriszta  
Kovacs, Amy Michelle Madrid, Beth 
Keller, Nataliya Bolgar, Faith Kiger, 
Jimmy Angeles,  Nayoung Coogle, Katie 
Porter, Katelyn Montgomery, Spyros 
Karavias, Lisa Kay Fletcher and 
Belinda Scholl. 
 

Jennifer DeSantis 
earned her Bachelor of 
Arts Degree in Piano 
Performance from 
Tarleton State 
University, where she 
was named Center 
Stage Performance 
Scholar through her 
senior year.  
 
She earned the Master 

of Music Degree in Piano Pedagogy from Texas 
Christian University where, upon graduation, she 
joined the faculty of the TCU Music Preparatory 
Division. In 2012 she was appointed as the 
Assistant Director of the TCU Music Preparatory 
Division.  
 DeSantis is a certified Music Together teacher, 
and has presented sessions for the organization’s 
national Director’s Weekend in Princeton, New 
Jersey.  She also teaches an early childhood music 
class for the Fort Worth Library’s Early 
Childhood Matters program and an infant music 
class for the Amon Carter Museum. 
 Along with teaching Early Childhood Music 
classes, she is an instructor in private piano for the 
Prep Division and is also an adjunct faculty 
member in the TCU College of Fine Arts. 
 
 From the Desk of –  
 Janis Felts 
Chair, FALL FESTIVAL  2017 
 
Fall Festival 2017 -  Jazz and Baroque – takes 
place October 14, 2017, at Ed Landreth Hall, on 
the campus of TCU.  The deadline for entries is 
fast approaching.  Teachers, be certain to have 
your registration forms postmarked by September 14, 2017.   We hope your students  
have been working toward this fun kick-off event 
for the year.  We look forward to seeing you and 
your students at the Fall Festival 2017. 
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Bonnie Dove 
Chair,  June Leondar Chamber Muisic /Ensemble 
Contest (State Level) 
 
 As State Chair, I would like to remind you of the 
new rule that will apply to this contest in 2018,  
and to also  urge you to enter your students into 
what is a fun-filled state-level event that offers 
monitary reward.  Yes, there is prize-money 
offered! 
The rule-change: 
 ALL repertoire must be pre-approved by me, the 
state chair, by March 1st, 2018.  Failure to include 
this step will result in disqualification.  (This was 
the TMTA Board of Directors' response to  
transcriptions and simplified literature being 
played in the piano duo/duet category and the  
Chamber category.)  Deadline for entries is April 
15, 2018. 
The Three categories of the contest are: Piano Duos amd Duets 
Classical Duos/Ensembles  & 
Jazz/Pop Ensembles. 
The competition is divided into two divisions in 
each of the  three categories:  
 Junior Divison  - 7th -8th grades  
 Senior Division – 9th – 12th grades 
Please refer to Page 41 of the TMTA Handbook 
for detailed information concerning the contest 
and to page 49 for fees and schedule. 
 
Hsinyi Wang 
Chair, Chamber Ensemble Clinic 
 
The TMTA  Chamber Ensemble Clinic held 
during the Convention is a non-competitive 
activity designed to encourage chamber music 
participation through educational sessions, 
performance opportunities and a master class with 
a clinician.  The event is open to any combination 
of instrumentalists and/or vocalists. Each 
ensemble performance receives constructive 
feedback from a  qualified chamber music coach. 
Please see page 41 of TMTA handbook for further 
details and page 49, for fees and schedule 
information. 

Late Spring and Summer in 
Retrospect…   
By Immediate Past President, Jose Cubela  
 This Summer, I had the honor of traveling to 
Taiwan for six weeks under the auspices of the 
International Performance Piano Examination 
Committee, as an examiner.   I visited six different 
cities and worked with over 1500 piano students 
and teachers.  It was also wonderful to visit with 
the parents of many of these students.  Most of 
the exams were held at local churches, 
universities and music schools throughout the 
country.  Most locations had a Yamaha or Kawai 
grand piano.  I did not encounter any Steinway 
pianos on my trip, but did find a Schimmel grand 
and several Chinese off brands pianos  I have not  
heard of before.   
The first city I visited was Tainan.  It is the oldest 
city in Taiwan and is known for having the best 
restaurants and local street foods in the country.  I 
stayed there for about 18 days and evaluated piano 
students from early elementary levels to highly 
advanced.   
The International Performance Piano 
Examination Committee has an established 
curriculum similar to that of the Royal 
Conservatory.  The lower level students were 
required to play three contrasting pieces.  The 
intermediate level students were required to play 
three contrasting pieces, scales and a sight-
reading sample.  The diploma level students 
presented three contrasting pieces, scales, 
arpeggios, cadences and sight-reading.  Except for 
the very lowest grade levels, all students had to 
play a Baroque piece, Classical piece and 
Romantic or 20th century piece. Most of the 
students were well prepared and had a solid 
technical foundation.  I was impressed by the high 
level of preparation students had in sight-reading 
- something we need to focus on here in the USA
  
From Tainan, I traveled to Guiren - which is a 
suburb of Tainan- and then Hsinchu.  While in 
Hsinchu, I visited the Taoist temple “Hsinchu 
City God Temple” in the heart of the Hsinchu  
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Cubela continued from page 4 night market.  This temple contains hundreds of 
colorful religious wall-paintings. It  is considered 
the highest ranking of all City God temples, due 
to its superior spiritual power in protecting the 
town.   
After Hsinchu, I traveled to the East coast of 
Taiwan to the small city of Hualien.  The train ride 
through the mountains and then the coast of 
Taiwan provided one of the most stunning views 
of the country.  Many toursits visit Hualien for its  
beautiful scenes of the Pacific ocean and Taroko 
Gorge. 
I almost stayed in Hualien, but realized I had one 
more stop…  Taipei!  Taipei is the cultural, 
political and educational center of Taiwan, home 
to the Taipei Philharmonic Foundation.  I spent 
ten days assessing students and teaching.  While 
there, I visited the massive Taipei 101, which is 
one the tallest buildings in the world. 
Though I did  a good deal  of teaching, I was 
privileged to learn a bit about piano curriculums 
and pedagogy in Taiwan.   If any of you have the 
opportunity to visit, go for it!  The food is 
wonderful and locals are warm and inviting.      
  
By Echo Maurer Wilson     
My involvement in  the Van Cliburn 
International Piano Competition was three-fold.  I 
acted as co-chairperson of Music  where I was 
expected to make sure all of the jurors had their 
copies of the music being performed on stage. 
 
Another one of my duties as  Chairperson of the 
Cliburn Memorabilia Museum, was the 
scheduling of docents.  The museum,  located in 
the Cliburn office downtown, permits visitors 
from 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. The 
Museum is free and open to the public. 
The Museum contains Van Cliburn’s Medals and 
Letters he received from dignitaries the world 
over. Also Gold records he received for selling 
1,000,000 + copies.  Other items on display 
include his Grammy trophy and the DVD titled 
"Van Cliburn and the Cold War,"which takes an 
hour to view.  Accomodations are provided for  

 
those who wish to listen to the recordings of Van 
Cliburn.  
I also acted as page-turner for contestants who did 
not perform the commissioned work by Marc 
Andre Hamelin from memory.  I  turned pages for 
Daniel Hsu (Bronze prize winner), Yury Favorin 
(Honorable mention), and Yutong Sun (Semi-
finalist) all on the same night - Friday, May 26th, 
2017. I really enjoyed my involvement in The 
Van Cliburn International Piano Competition.  
 
 
By Patricia Tsai 
This was another fruitful and thankful Summer 
for me. I participated in the Piano Texas 
International Academy & Festival through 
masterclasses, private lessons, recitals, lectures, 
concerts and  open discussions. This event was 
directed by Dr. Tamas Ungar in collaboration 
with the 15th Van Cliburn International Piano 
Competition. 
I prepared a piece of music that I had held in my 
mind and heart since my student days in Paris.  
My heartfelt gratitude to professor John Owings 
for his patient  instruction in my masterclass. He 
was a tremendous help in the understanding and 
interpretation of the music.  Though there are 
numerous shortcomings in my playing, I have 
made good progress due to my participation in 
this Summer’s Piano Texas,  which had other 
supportive amateur and teacher participants as 
well. 
 Many thanks to Jose Cubela for offering us 
teachers and our students several tickets to the 
Competition. I also had the opportunity to be 
present at the young artists’ performances and 
jury-teachers’ masterclasses. 
The Piano Lunch concerts during the  Cliburn 
Competition featured competitors who did not 
advance to the next round.   They were inspiring 
to listen to  - every one of them!  It was all a 
memorable and enriching musical experience for 
me. 
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FWMTA Members Try Yoga for Musicians 
Under the Guidance of  Instructor Kristen 
Queen at August 2017 Meeting at TWU 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
The FWMTA Newsletter goes out to members 
as an E-Publication three times during the 
course of the academic year.  Items of interest 
to members intended for the next Newsletter,  
can be submitted to the editor anytime between 
now and January 2018. 
 
Send to: r.solomons@tcu.edu  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
Executive Board Members: 
 Co-PRESIDENTS: Sarah Alexander and  
Jennifer DeSantis 
 
VP for PROGRAMS: Mandy Luckert 
 
VP for MEMBERSHIP: Christine Meng 
 
VP for STUDENT ACTIVITIES: MaryAnn Fritz 
and  Jennea Potter  
 
CORRESPONDING & RECORDING  
SECRETARY: Spring Seals  
 
TREASURER: Linda Banfy  
 
PAST PRESIDENT: Jose Antonio Cubela 
 
DIRECTORS: Ilka Araujo, Reva Jean  
Beck, Jill Sprenger,  
 
PARLIAMENTARIAN: Reva Jean Beck  
 
HISTORIAN: Catherine Lloyd  
 
Editor:  Rosemary Solomons 
Graphics: T. L. Helmick 
 
 
 
 


